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trocnemins from soleus; matter very thin, fetid, and disco-
loured ; two incisions made down to it; water-dressing changed
twice a day.
December 1st.&mdash;Wound in the thigh nearly well; abscess

in the calf discharges freely; pus healthy; a more stimulating
dressing, and a small abscess in the groin, below Poupart’s
ligament.
March 6th.-He left the ship.

A MEDICAL BILL.

JOHN GROVE.

T’O the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;In all the plans hitherto adopted for procuring a com-

bination of professional men in the cause of medical reform,
there have been so many difficulties to contend with, that I
am not surprised at their failure. It is not, however, neces-
sary for me now to enter into an explanation of my opinions.
I have only to repeat a suggestion made to you some months
back,-a suggestion to which you then kindly lent your aid.
I’again solicit your assistance, and should you approve of the
accompanying address, which I, an humble member of the
profession, offer to my brethren, you would oblige me by giving
it a place in your journal.
. cannot but feel that if you present a Bill to the House

having the objects you have described to us, and at the time
carry your’journal in your hand, containing the names of the
bulk of the profession, a stronger or more forcible petition
could not be presented to Parliament.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Wandsworth, March, 1846. JOHN GROvE.

AN ADDRESS TO THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS OF
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

By JOHN GROVE, M.R.C.S. Eng., L.S.A., Surgeon to the
Wandsworth and Clapham Union.

GENTLEMEN,&mdash;Early, during this session, Mr. Wakley has
told you he intends bringing in a bill for the better regula-
tion of the practice of physic and surgery.
His scheme, of which you have been in possession for some
months, offers you everything which an enlightened mind
could suggest or desire. If this scheme should be enacted
into law, you would be emancipated from the professional
bondage under which you have so long laboured, you would
shake off the trammels and ignominy of hybrids or professional
traders, your legitimate position would be obtained, and you
would stand before the world, as you ought, a body of upright,
intelligent men, having a title worthy your calling, a character
worthy your title.
He has told you his intentions some months since, and I

doubt not he is ready to take upon himself the arduous task
of framing, and bringing in, a bill for an object which has
hitherto bailed all who have encountered it.

Let us, then, for once, be unanimous; let us give Mr. Wakley
and his measure all the support and encouragement in our
power. ’

To the elder members of the profession who have attained
any eminence, I say, that very few of you have not, at some
time or other, received your due meed of praise in the pages
of THE LANCET. To the Editor of that journal, in many in-
stances, much of your success is to be attributed: he has ex-
tolled you when you deserved praise; the public have by him
been taught to seek your professional assistance, by having
their attention directed to your particular attainments; and
for this, I say, he deserves your gratitude and esteem.
To those who are rising into eminence, I say, he will award

you your deserts, and assist you in your honourable and praise-
worthy exertions; perhaps even he has already breathed oil
you the vitalizing influence of editorial encouragement.

. To the junior members of the profession, I say, in Mr.
Wakley you have a veteran for your champion, who knows
the difficulties of his position and the obstacles he has to over-
come. Place implicit confidence in his generalship and inte-
grity, and be contented to serve in his ranks; he will not lead
you to a defeat, but bring you off victorious, if you will but
fight with him faithfully.
To all of you, collectively, I say,-when you have had

professional differences, when you have been threatened with
new oppressions, when you have wanted an advocate, Mr.
Wakley has ever been your impartial friend, the steady up-
holder of your privileges, and your eloquent pleader.

I tell you, through him, your only representative in the
House of Commons, you must make your 20,000 voices heard;
through him alone will they reach the government in harmony.

If you speak thus, you will find listening ears, attentive minds,
and willing- hearts, for your cause. To this end let the Editor
of THE LANCET, when he brings in his Bill, carry with him a
petition, containing our legion of names, with the cause we ad-
vocate ; no other matter should be inserted.
What petition, I ask, could possibly carry such weight as

this? It would be a permanent record, moreover, of the
unanimity, perseverance, and determination of medical men
in-1846. -

I have a firm conviction, if this were done, that our great
medical reformer would soon be enabled to say that his labour
had not been in vain.

ASSOCIATED SURGEONS, FREEMASONS’ TAVERN.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4.

AT a meeting of the committee; G. BOTTOMLEY, Esq., of
Croydon, in the chair,-the minutes of the former meeting
having been read, the honorary secretary stated, that in com-
pliance with the resolution passed at the last meeting, he had
written to the gentlemen named as delegates to the council.
That a request was then made, through the president, for an
interview with the council, which was readily acceded to, and
on the 30th of January the meeting took place, of which a
report was given in THE LANCET of February 7th; that as yet
no information had been given by the council as to the proba-
bility of their agreeing to the suggestions contained in that
memorial, but that there was reason to think the subject was
still under discussion.
The Secretary stated, that since the presentation of that

memorial, one numerously signed* had been forwarded to the
council from the surgeons of Bath, and that the surgeons of
Gloucester had petitioned her Majesty to the same effect.
The Treasurer reported that he had received the following

additional subscriptions to the funds of the Association, besides
several smaller sumps :

Resolved, That the best thanks of the Committee be pre-
sented to the above gentlemen for their liberal subscriptions.
The Secretary reported, that on applying to Mr. Churchill.

for the account due for advertisements inserted by the Associa-
tion in THE LANCET, he had received a note, stating that the
Editor had directed that no charge would be made for them.
Moved by Mr. ABRAHAM, seconded by Mr. LEWIS, and re-

solved; That the best thanks of the Committee be presented
to Mr. WAKLEY for his liberality in giving insertion to the

several advertisements referred to free of expense.A discussion then ensued as to the propriety of passing a
resolution condemnatory of the late exhibition at the College,
in the course of which both the Orator and his Oration were
freely canvassed, and the Committee were unanimously of
opinion, that as a vote of censure had already been passed by
the Council on that indecent attack on the members of the
College, and that as it is with the Council as a body that this
Association has alone anything to do, it would not be desirable
that any formal notice should be taken of the subject by this
Committee.
The question was then mooted, whether it would be desirable

that the Committee should take part in the endeavour to
establish a Faculty of Medicine, as proposed by some other of
the Medical Associations; but it was generally felt that as
this Association had been instituted expressly for the purpose
of endeavouring to obtain for the Members of the College of
Surgeons enfranchisement in that institution, the Committee
would not be justified in taking part in any attempt which
might interfere with that object.
The Committee separated at a late hour.

THE BRISTOL MEDICAL SCHOOL.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-The points at issue between the Bristol Medical
School and myself are few, but they each require a straight-
forward reply. The Committee " express surprise, &c. ;" I
contend, not only that I have a right, but that it is my duty, to
prefer a charge upon the authority of my pupil. My pro-
fessional brethren in this city look with very great interest to

* We will print this document in the next LANCET.&mdash;ED.


